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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be 
held at the Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell 
on Tuesday, 20 October 2026 commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, Chief Executive Officer of the Sorell Council, hereby certify 
that in accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
reports in this Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the 
qualifications and experience necessary to give such information, 
recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which 
requires the advice of a qualified person without considering such advice 
unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account 
in providing general advice to the Council or Council 
Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or 
Council Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are 
exempted from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
15 OCTOBER 2026 
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AUDIO-VISUAL RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
I would like to advise that an audio-visual recording is being made of this 
meeting. I also remind everyone present to be respectful and considerate 
towards others attending the meeting. Language or behaviour that could 
be perceived as offensive, defamatory, or threatening to any person 
attending the meeting, or to those listening to the recording, will not be 
tolerated. 
 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY – MAYOR GATEHOUSE 
^ 
I would like to begin by paying respect to the traditional and original owners 
of this land the Mumirimina people, to pay respect to those that have 
passed before us and to acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community who are custodians of this land. 
 

2.0 ATTENDANCE 
^ 
 
Mayor J Gatehouse 
Deputy Mayor M Larkins 
Councillor S Campbell 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor B Nichols 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor B Shaw 
Councillor C Torenius 
Chief Executive Officer R Higgins 
General Manager Operations J Hinchen 
 

3.0 APOLOGIES 
^ 
 
 

4.0 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
^ 
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5.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
^ 
 

5.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES FROM THE COUNCIL MEETING 15 
SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th September 2026 be 
confirmed.” 
 
 

6.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require 
Council action and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any 
Councillor requiring information on any matter contained in the 
communication report please contact the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Bill Pregnell, seeking support for his “Don’t Wreck It” Driver safety 

campaign. 
• Citizenship Ceremony 
• Sorell Cultural Precinct Reference Committee Meeting 
• Mayor and Management Meeting 
• BEST AGM 
• TasWaste South Local Government Forum 
• Midway Yacht Club Season Opening  
• Community Grants Assessment group 
• SWS Non-Exec Director Interview process and selection.  
• Met with Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) Welfare Co 

Ordinator to arrange an event for the Islander farm workers, 28th 
November. 

• NRMAG Meeting 
• Media Event Sorell Council and UTAS Community Nest Box Project 
• Sorell Municipal Emergency Management Meeting.  Agreement on 

new Municipal plan. 
• Reconciliation Tasmania Online Member Forum.  
• Met with resident around a neighbour issue, CEO and staff in 

attendance.  
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• Council Workshop 
• Special Council Meeting 
• Sorell Planning Authority Meeting 
• Attended Seniors Month Events 
• Fitzies School holiday program Pump Track official opening.  
• B Kinder Training Online 
• Visit to Sorell by Premier Jeremy Rockcliff 

 
7.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 

^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any 
supplementary items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the 
General Manager in accordance with the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 10 (7) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Council by 
absolute majority may approve the consideration of a matter not 
appearing on the agenda, where the General Manager has reported: 
 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; 

and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. 
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8.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshop was held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance Councillor 
Apologies 
 

6 Oct 2026 • Operational Update 
o Penna Road Midway 

Point – Lady Gowrie 
Lease review 

o Delayed footpath 
capital projects 

o South East and 
Inghams uPPP grant 
and Master Plan 
project 

o NRE matters 
o Ferry Hall 
 

• Gatehouse, Larkins, 
Nichols, Torenius, 
Reynolds, Reed 

 

• Miro Quesada, 
Shaw, Campbell 

 
 

9.0 COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
^ 
 

10.0 COUNCILLOR MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
^ 
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11.0 WORKGROUP REPORTS 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the workgroup reports as listed be received.” 
 

11.1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
^ 
 
• Annual leave – 31st Aug – 25 Sep 
• Southern Beaches Land / Coast Care MOU signing – 29th Sep 
• Attended planning system workshop with State Government – 1st Oct 
• Municipal Emergency Management Committee meeting – 5th Oct 
• Staff meeting with design consultants on playground / reserves capital 

projects – 6th Oct 
• Met with ratepayer, staff and Mayor re: land use compliance issues – 

6th Oct 
• Potential shared gym proposal meeting with staff and invited SE sports 

complex groups – 7th Oct 
• Met with BEST / Hub senior staff – 9th Oct 
• Ferry Hall group meeting with staff and Mayor – 9th Oct 
• Greater Hobart Strategic Partnership CEO meeting – 13th Oct 
• LGAT General Manager’s workshop – 14th / 15th Oct 
• Premier luncheon and meeting with Mayor – 16th Oct 
• Staff & Mayor meetings, Leadership Team meeting, capital budget / 

project meetings, weekly Greater Hobart councils GM/CEO Teams 
meeting, workshops and SPA meetings. 

 
11.2 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – STACEY GADD, MANAGER 

^ 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & ENGAGEMENT 
 
• Natural Resource Management Advisory Group (NRMAG) - meeting 

held 1 October. Expressions of interest for community members close 
16 October 2026. 

• Dodges Ferry Cat Management Project - low-cost desexing and 
microchipping uptake, along with stray and feral cat trapping 
activities, completed 2 October. 

• Sorell Council and Southern Beaches Landcare/Coastcare MOU 
signed. 

• Southern Beaches Plan - planning underway for the next round of 
community engagement in November/December. 
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• Community Nest Box Project - launched in partnership with UTAS, with 
community registrations open until 30 October 2026. 

• Meetings held with the Save Ferry Hall group. 
 
YOUTH – FITZIES 
 
• Regular Drop-in Sessions at Fitzies Youth Hub – Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday.  
• You’re Write Workshop 
• Participation in Sorell School Well-Being Expo 
• School Holiday activities and events underway 
• BKinder Leading with Compassion Training 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Health & Wellbeing, Access & Inclusion and Arts & Culture: 
• Planning with the Sorell History Society for the 60th anniversary of the 

1967 bushfires. 
• Working with Access & Inclusion Advisory Group, Men’s Shed and 

Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) program to maintain 
opportunities for social connection, participation and wellbeing in our 
community. 

• Engagement with organisations including The Link, Headspace, 
Libraries Tasmania and Sorell School has focused on youth wellbeing, 
community challenges and opportunities for more coordinated 
service delivery. 

• Completion of online asset-based community development training 
to better recognise the skills, knowledge, networks and resources 
already available within our community.so we can support 
community-led initiatives and encourage greater local participation 
and ownership. 

EVENTS & PROGRAMS 
 
• Seniors Month activities – two held, two to go.  
• Midway Point Pump Track - official opening attended by Minister Kerry 

Vincent, Minister for Local Government, following the project’s receipt 
of LGAT funding. 

• Supported RACT’s Community Driving session 
• Fitness in the Park sessions 

COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 

Community Grants 
• Sorell Pickleball - $1,500.00 - 4 x court barriers and playing net 
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• Wine South – Spring in the Vines - $1,650.00 – Advertising Flags and 
Poles for participating local vineyards 

Quick Response Grants 
• Coal River Ukulele Mob (CRUM) - $500.00 - Bush Dance in Carriage 

Shed 

Individual Achievement Program  
• Oscar Stark – Water Polo U17 National Championships - $250.00 
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11.3 PLANNING – KATE GUINANE, ACTING MANAGER 
^ 
 

Planning Decisions 
 

Planning Determinations 
Description Type Decision  Property Address 

Roof Over Deck NPR Delegation 10 Billett Court, Sorell 
Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 46 Erle Street, Carlton River 
Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 3 Pinto Close, Orielton 
Additions to Dwelling (Covered 
Patio) Discretionary 

 
Delegation 21 Downward Way, Sorell 

Dwelling and Outbuildings Discretionary Delegation 
481 Sugarloaf Road, Carlton 
River 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 4 Muirfield Court, Midway Point 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 
28 Sunningdale Close, Midway 
Point 

Minor Amendment - Changes to 
Driveway Discretionary Delegation 6 Spotswood Road, Dunalley 

Additions and Alterations to Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 70 Quarry Road, Forcett 
Minor Amendment Application - 
Temporary Dwelling to Secondary 
Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 3 Eastaugh Street, Dodges Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 
620 Primrose Sands Road, 
Primrose Sands 

Agricultural building NPR Delegation 529 Kellevie Road, Kellevie 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation Lot 251 Fresne Way, Sorell 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 7 Ash Street, Primrose Sands 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 51 Spoonbill Loop, Sorell 
Additions to Existing Outbuilding 
(Carport) Discretionary Delegation 47 Shark Point Road, Sorell 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 49 Fresne Way, Sorell 

Retrospective - Outbuilding Discretionary Delegation 
83 Carlton Beach Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation Lot 237 Fresne Way, Sorell 
Minor Amendment - Retain existing 
fence between Dwelling and 
Secondary Residence Discretionary Delegation 6 Topley Drive, Forcett 

Three Multiple Dwellings Discretionary Delegation 45 Spoonbill Loop, Sorell 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 20 Friendship Drive, Sorell 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 48 Fresne Way, Sorell 

Dwelling and outbuilding Discretionary Delegation 186 Greens Road, Orielton  

Dwelling and Outbuilding Discretionary Delegation 23 Erle Street, Carlton River 

Outbuilding and sauna Discretionary 
 

Delegation 
55 Carlton Beach Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Delegation 
27 Penna Beach Street, Midway 
Point 
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Demolition of Existing Dwelling, New 
Dwelling, Carport, Secondary 
Residence and Outbuilding Discretionary 

 
 
 

Discretionary 
80 Tiger Head Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 
35 Connellys Marsh Road, 
Connellys Marsh 

Change of Use to Visitor 
Accommodation Discretionary 

 
Discretionary 40 Beach Road, Connellys Marsh 

Change of Use to Visitor 
Accommodation Permitted 

 
Discretionary 

173 Lewisham Scenic Drive, 
Lewisham 

Retrospective Retaining Walls & 
Concrete Platform Discretionary 

 
Discretionary 

168 Lewisham Scenic Drive, 
Lewisham 

Minor Amendment Application - 
Changes To Floor Plan Discretionary 

 
Discretionary 1 Pitt Street, Dodges Ferry 

Two Multiple Dwellings Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 26 Raynors Road, Midway Point 

Dwelling Discretionary Discretionary 35 Federation Drive, Sorell 

Dwelling  Discretionary Discretionary 21 Fresne Way, Sorell 

Dwelling  Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 37 Oakmont Road, Midway Point 

Additions and Alterations to Dwelling 
and Outbuilding (Replace Carport) Discretionary 

 
 

Discretionary 
67 Carlton Beach Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 
34 Sunningdale Close, Midway 
Point 

Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 2 Inverness Street, Midway Point 

Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 
29 Lytham Crescent, Midway 
Point 

Change of Use to Visitor 
Accommodation Permitted 

 
Discretionary 

18 Sweetwater Road, Midway 
Point 

Addition to Dwelling Discretionary 
 

Discretionary 
550 Old Forcett Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary Discretionary 4 Birkdale Place, Midway Point 

Dwelling Discretionary Discretionary 44 Whitelea Court, Sorell 

Five Lot Subdivision Discretionary Discretionary 99 Branders Road, Orielton 
Sixteen Lot Subdivision Discretionary SPA 26 Gate Five Road, Carlton River 
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11.4 FACILITIES 
^ 
 

FACILITY USAGE 
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12.0 PETITIONS STILL BEING ACTIONED 
^ 
 
 
Petition Tabled at 

Council 
Meeting 

Status 

Withdrawal of the Blue 
Lagoon Draft 
Management Plan 

18th July 2023 
ordinary Council 
meeting – S.58(2) 
LGA 1993. 

Council laid the matter on the table for 
further consultancy on review and options 
assessment for stormwater management 
at Blue Lagoon.  Variation to the 
operating budget approved at August 
2023 Council meeting to facilitate this - 
$50k. 
 
Final consultant reports received April 
2024. 
 
Council staff continue to progress matters 
with Red Handfish research team (NHRT) 
in first instance through exchange of 
consultant reports, development of an 
interim water level management SOP and 
ongoing engagement prior to 
determining further actions. 
 
Exchange of all project materials 
expanded to relevant state and federal 
agencies.  
 
Engagement with NRM EAG has also 
occurred. 
 
Alternative permanent outfall design 
exiting at Boat Ramp underway. Detailed 
LIDAR survey and tidal level data indicate 
drain grade and tidal inundation 
limitations. Alternate approaches being 
investigated between Council and 
consultant. Two options completed. 
Original concept via Kannah and Boat 
Park to ramp most feasible / least cost. 
Revised PM Plan required to finalise 
planning, required budget and impacts 
of associated maintenance works of 
lagoon as per mechanical cumbungi 
removal. 
 
Preferred design concept distributed for 
community engagement. Reserve 
Management Plan to be updated and 
endorsed with revised EPBC process to be 
undertaken concurrently. CERMP project 
and funding has closed and no longer 
available for this. 
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Original petition matter from July 2023 to 
then be finalised to tie in with RMP update 
and endorsement. 

 
13.0 PETITIONS RECEIVED 

^ 
 
At the time of preparation of this agenda no petitions had been received. 
 

14.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
^ 
 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 
29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
intention of the Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land 
Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 29, the Council will act as a planning 
authority in respect to those matters appearing under item 14 on this 
agenda, inclusive of any supplementary items. 
 

14.1 SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY MINUTES 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Sorell Planning Authority (“SPA”) Meeting of 15th 
September 2026 be noted.” 
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15.0 GOVERNANCE 
^ 
Nil reports. 
 

16.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 
^ 
Nil reports. 
 

17.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
^ 
 

17.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to approve sponsorship to the South East Tasmania 
Salvos for the Sorell Community Carols 2026 as part of the Section 77 
donations and grants budget as per the below report.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993, states that “A Council may 
make a grant or provide a pecuniary benefit or a non-pecuniary benefit 
that is not a legal entitlement to any person, other than a councillor, for any 
purpose it considers appropriate.” 
 
Each year an amount is budgeted for under Section 77 donations to 
provide support for our community. 
 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage 
and support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Operational Plan 
 
Sufficient funds currently exist within the current Budget to fund this 
donation.  
 
Policy 
 
Community Grants Policy.  
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Asset Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
South East Tasmania Salvos manage the event and conduct their own risk 
assessments.  
 
Community Implications 
 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision 
of funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
Providing funding for the Community Carols enables the local community 
the opportunity to come together, share, celebrate and experience. As 
there are limited events of this type across Hobart it will also act as a draw 
card into the community which will have flow on economic benefits.  
 
Report 
 
Council provides grants and donations to organisations within our 
Municipality to support and recognise the significant contribution they 
make to the strength and vibrancy of our community. This funding forms 
part of our Donations and Section 77 Expenses budget. 

South East Tasmania Salvos – Sponsorship of $5,309 to run the Sorell 
Community Carols. 

South East Tasmania Salvos and their volunteers have been running the 
Sorell Community Carols for approx. 5 years. Council has been supporting 
them through the Community Grants Program for the past four years.  

This is a valued and popular community event on the annual local calendar 
and was recognised with the event being awarded the Community Event 
of the Year in Council’s Australia Day Awards in 2022. Furthermore, it’s one 
of only a handful of community Carols still taking place around Hobart.  

South East Tasmania Salvos have been appreciative of Council’s financial 
support to date, but they, along with the local businesses that sponsor the 
event, are struggling to keep up with rising costs associated with staging this 
significant event each year.  Last year they approached Council and 
requested to enter into a formal sponsorship partnership to help deliver the 
Sorell Community Carols. This was approved by Council.  

Therefore, it is recommended that a sponsorship of $5,309 for the 2026 event 
be approved, with a review to be undertaken after the event to establish a 
longer-term partnership agreement. 
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This is now presented to Council for approval.  
 
 
 
STACEY GADD 
MANAGER COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
Date: 12 October 2026 
 

17.2 SOUTH EAST STADIUM – VACANT GYM ROOM HIRE FEES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to endorse the introduction and inclusion of hire 
fees for the former gym room at the South East Stadium in Council’s 2026–
2027 Fees and Charges schedule as per the following report.” 
 
Introduction 
 
This report seeks Council endorsement to introduce hire fees for the vacant 
former gym room at the South East Stadium to enable community groups 
and other suitable users to access the space. 
 
Background 
 
Following the conclusion of Discovery Sports Performance’s lease and its 
departure from the South East Stadium, the former gym room is vacant. 
Council has received enquiries about hiring the space. As the room is 
currently empty and does not provide fitted gym equipment or furnishings, 
a modest hire rate is proposed, benchmarked against other Council owned 
comparable meeting and function spaces. 
 
A proposed shared gym space arrangement for South East Sports Complex 
user clubs is separately being progressed with Council. Whilst this matter is 
under consideration, community use of the prior gym space is to be 
facilitated. 

 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation 
2.3 Strategically manage our assets, facilities, services and structure, with a 
focus on continuous improvement.  
 
Objective 3 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community  
3.3 Advocate for effective service delivery that meets current and future 
population and demographic projections.  
 
Policy Implications 
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Hirers will be subject to Council’s standard booking terms and conditions, 
including permitted activities, insurance, cleaning, access and any 
occupancy restrictions. The approved rates will be incorporated into 
Council’s Fees and Charges schedule and reviewed annually.  
 
Environmental implications 
 
None foreseen. 
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
None foreseen. 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
Council will assess proposed activities for suitability, occupancy limits, 
accessibility, public liability insurance, supervision and potential impacts on 
other stadium users through the regular booking process and hire 
agreement conditions.  
 
Community Implications 
 
A competitively priced room would provide additional space for local 
community groups, classes, meetings and activities. Affordable hire 
supports participation and makes better use of a Council facility that is 
currently vacant. 
 
Report 
 
The former gym room is an empty, unfurnished space containing a small 
kitchenette.   
 
Current comparable hire charges across our community facilities are (GST 
inclusive): 
 
Facility Cost per hour Cost per day 
Sorell Memorial Hall Supper Room $17  $126  
Sorell Memorial Hall Green Room $17  $126  
Sorell Memorial Hall Meeting Room $15 $85 
South East Stadium Half Function Room $33 (casual user) 

$28 (regular user) 
- 

South East Stadium Meeting Room (12-
person capacity) 

$33 (casual user) 
$28 (regular user) 

- 

South East Training & Jobs Hub Training 
Room (Community Use) 

$45 (casual user) 
$27 (regular user) 

- 

 
It should be noted that our existing available spaces for hire are generally 
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for specific purposes (meetings, training etc) and have furniture and 
equipment available as part of the hire. The former gym room is offered 
without furniture or specialist equipment.  
 
It is therefore proposed that the former gym room be available at: 

 $24 per hour casual user (GST inclusive) 
 $20 per hour regular user (GST inclusive) 

 
The adopted 2026–2027 schedule specifies an additional 25% for trading, 
commercial, government and business use of sports and recreation 
facilities. This condition would also apply to the former gym room. 
 
These rates offer an affordable community option below the Stadium’s half 
function room and meeting room charges, while contributing to operating 
and maintenance costs. Bookings would remain subject to suitability, 
availability and Council’s standard hire agreement conditions. The fee 
would remain in place as long as the room remains empty. 
 
These fees will be reviewed as part of Council’s annual Fees and Charges 
process. 
 
 
 
Stacey Gadd 
MANAGER COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
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18.0 FINANCE 
^ 
 

18.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2026 YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2026 YEAR-
TO-DATE be received and noted by Council.” 
 
 
Note: variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater 
than $10k and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
Permanent variance: A change that is expected to remain going forward. 
 
Temporary: A timing or one-off difference that should reverse or disappear. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2026 YEAR-TO-DATE 
 
The operating surplus for the period ended 30 September 2026 of $16.165m 
is above the budget of $15.822m by $342k. The main drivers of this position 
are: 

• Recurrent income year to date is $22.698m, which is above budget by 
$52k.  

• Operating expenses year to date are $6.533m, which is below budget 
by $290k.  

 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 

This category is above budget by $70k (less than 1%) to the end of 
September with no significant variances to be reported. 

2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 

This category is above budget by $27k to the end of September. The 
following significant variance is noted: 

• Town Planning fees are above budget by $26k, with applications 
lodged greater than expected. (Temporary) 
 

3. USER FEES 
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This category is well above budget by $129k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted: 

• Building Assessment fees is above budget by $19K, because of activity 
being considerably higher than expected. (Temporary). 
 

• Plumbing Application Fees is above budget by $38k, because of 
activity being considerably higher than expected. (Temporary) 
 

• Plumbing Inspection is above budget by $53k, because of activity 
being considerably higher than expected. (Temporary) 

The above income line budgets, Building Assessment, Plumbing Application 
and Inspections were low due to an expected downturn in applications 
due to interest rate rises, however, we have yet to see any downturn in 
actuals in these areas. 

• Food Licences is over budget by $13k due to a timing difference on 
budget with no annual implication expected. (Temporary). 

4. GRANTS OPERATING 

Refer to attachment (f) Grants Operating and Capital Variance Analysis for 
a detailed explanation of the variances.   

5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 

This category is above budget by $92k to the end of September. The 
following significant variance is noted:  

• Stormwater Contributions of $94k were received which were not 
budgeted in the 2026-27 financial year as it is difficult to estimate. 
(Permanent) 

6. INTEREST 

This category is above budget by $26k to the end of September. The 
following significant variance is noted: 

• Interest Received Banks & Other is above budget by $19k due to higher-
than-expected balances and interest rates. (Temporary) 

7. OTHER INCOME 

This category is below budget by $3k to the end of September. The following 
significant variances are noted; 
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• Lease Fees Copping Tip, under budget by $22k due to profit share 
component not received, this was budgeted in September. 
(Temporary) 
 

• Other facilities hire, under budget by $10k due to budget based on 
2025-26 actuals not being achieved. (Temporary) 

 
• Other Sundry income above budget by $28k due to non-budgeted 

distribution of $25k from the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority 
funds. (Permanent) 

8. INVESTMENT INCOME 

This category is below budget by $70k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted: 

• Taswater interim dividend of $97k was received 1st October 2026, this 
was budgeted in September. (Temporary) 

9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

This category is below budget by $186k to the end of September. The 
following significant underspend variances are noted: 

• Salaries transferred to WIP is above budget by $24k due to more work 
than planned on capital projects. (Temporary) 
 

• Staff Training is below budget by $14k with the amount budgeted in 
future months. (Temporary) 

 
• Workers Compensation insurance is below budget by $29k primarily due 

to a prior year member distribution of $27k credit. (Permanent) 
 

10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 

Materials and services is $307k below budget to the end of September. 

The following significant variances are noted: 
 
• Computer Software is below budget by $57k to the end of September.  

Due to a one-off Server Operating System licence of $40k, which has 
been delayed to October/November. (Temporary) 
 

• Consultants Other is below budget by $138k due to project timing: 
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o Town Planning is $85k below budget due invoice timing of the 
Southern Beaches Structure Plan and that Sorell East growth Area 
has yet to commence. (Temporary) 

o Natural Resource Management is below budget by $27k due to 
non-commencement of Weeds Strategy Implementation Priority 
1 and 2 and Reserve Management Plan Craigs Hill. (Temporary) 

o Engagements & Events is below budget by $20k due to the Sorell 
Memorial Hall surrounds project being converted to a 
capitalised asset. (Permanent) 

 
• Contractors is below budget by $64k due to project timing: 

o Information and Technology below budget by $29k largely due 
to a delayed spend on Techquity waste booking system and 
Server Virtual machine upgrades. (Temporary) 

o Communications and Corporate Admin is below budget by $20k 
due to a delayed start in Website Development. (Temporary) 

o Assets & GIS is below budget by $18k due to a delayed start on 
Contractor Support Projects and Departmental Backfill. 
(Permanent) 

 
• Mornington Park transfer station disposal costs are below budget by 

$16k to the end of September.  This is due to credits from Southern Waste 
Solutions, a reduction in charges that is not budgeted. (Permanent) 

 
• FOGO Mobile Garbage Bin Collection is below budget by $28k to the 

end of September. We have not been charged for two collections year 
to date with an estimated cost of $26k. (Temporary) 
 

• FOGO Mobile Garbage Bin Disposal is below budget by $14k to the end 
of September, collection costs are less than expected year to date. 
(Temporary) 

 
• Repairs and Maintenance is above budget by $93k to the end of 

September, the following significant variances are noted: 
o Finance is above budget by $13k largely due to a spend of $9k 

on door and window glazing at the CAC. This has since been 
reallocated as a capitalised asset. (Temporary) 

o Community Facilities is above budget by $15k largely due to a 
spend on decking replacement at Lady Gowrie, $22k.  This has 
since been reallocated as a capitalised asset. (Temporary) 
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o Land Improvements is above budget by $60k largely due to 
spends on spring renovation, due to timing, earlier than 
expected. (Temporary) 

 
• Kerbside Hard Waste Collection is below budget by $16k to the end of 

September, we did experience an issue with the booking system.  We 
have a reasonable expectation that collection volume will be higher 
next collection. 

 
• Kerbside Recycling Disposal is below budget by $43k to the end of 

September.  Carbon Reduction Scheme rebates were received of $39k 
in September for the Q2, Q3 and Q4 2025-2026 quarters.  These were 
unbudgeted (Permanent). We will receive further rebates in 2026-2027. 

 
• Valuation Expenses is above budget by $49k to the end of September. 

o Valuation expense $34k expected in June but carried forward 
into current financial year, unbudgeted. (Permanent) 

o Further valuation supplementary fees of $14k unbudgeted. 
(Temporary) 

 
 

11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 

This category is below budget by $16k to the end of September, with no 
significant variances noted.  

12. FINANCE COSTS 

This category is in line with budget to the end of September. 

13. OTHER EXPENSES 

This category is above budget by $205k to the end of September, with the 
following significant variances are noted: 
 
• Election Expenses are above budget by $17k due to a timing 

difference, budgeted in December (Temporary) 
• Government Fire contributions are above budget by $184k due to a 

timing difference, budgeted in October. (Temporary) 
• Engagements and Events is under budget by $19k due to a timing 

difference, on Community Development Projects. (Temporary) 
• Contributions (SES) is over budget by $27k due to a timing difference, 

budgeted in December. (Temporary) 
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14. GRANTS CAPITAL 

Refer to attachment (f) Grants Operating and Capital Variance Analysis for 
a detailed explanation of the variances.   
 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON-MONETARY ASSETS  

No non-monetary asset contribution revenue was received as at the end of 
September. 
 
16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 

This category is above budget by $4k to the end of September. 

17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 

No Share of Interest in Joint Ventures income was received as at the end of 
September. 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  

The Council maintains deposits with five major banks (Commonwealth 
(CBA), ANZ, Westpac, Bendigo Bank and MyState).  

Council’s cash position decreased by $286k during the month of 
September, predominantly due to capital expenditure. In comparison with 
the 2025/2026 financial year, the current cash balance of $28.355m is 
$2.485m greater than the balance at the same time last year.  
 
Sorell Council continues to hold $425k in grant income received in advance 
as reported in the Balance Sheet, this is $869k less than the balance at the 
same time last year. Overall, the current cash balance movement is a result 
of less year-to-date capital expenditure than expected. 
 
CASH RESERVES 

As at 30 September 2026, cash reserves being held by Council are as 
follows; 

Land Sales       $1,114,726 
Public Open Space Contributions    $2,268,695 
Car Parking Cash in Lieu     $     89,504 
Subdivision Traffic Management Contributions  $   150,790 
Stormwater       $   125,449 
Interest       $   507,569 

        $4,256,733 
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RATES OUTSTANDING 

Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month, for both the current 
and previous year. The first graph declines each month as rates are 
progressively paid throughout the financial year.  The second graph 
displays rates paid in advance.  This tends to increase as the year moves 
forward.  The third graph reflects the percentage of combined rates 
balance outstanding at the end of each month, with four comparative 
financial years’ data as well. 

The rates paid in full date was 9 September 2026. 
 
At the end of September, 38.5% of rates had been paid, compared to 41.7% 
at the same time last year.  Rate collections are slightly behind on the 
previous year, rates staff have increased activity around rates debtor 
follow-up and collection processes during the month. 
 
Penalty relating to the 1st rates instalment date was applied from the 17 
September 2026. 
 
Supplementary valuations were received from the Office of the Valuer-
General, year to date totalling $25.8 in rates, $1.2k fire levy and $11k in 
waste charges. 
 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

During the month of September, the following key financial management 
tasks were completed:  

• End-of-month (EOM) procedures for September, including the 
completion of EOM processing and balance sheet reconciliations and 
the submission of Council’s monthly Business Activity Statement (BAS) 
to the Australian Tax Office (ATO).  

• The 2026/2027 financial year variance reporting schedule has been 
developed and agreed upon with workgroup managers. Workgroup 
managers will complete comprehensive variance reporting on actual 
to budget income and expenditure four times during the financial 
year. Variance reporting was completed by all workgroup managers 
in September.  

• Phase 1 of the 2025/2026 Consolidated Data Collection Survey was 
completed and submitted to KPMG prior to the due date.  

• Work commenced on Phase 2 of the 2025/2026 Consolidated Data 
Collection Survey. 
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• South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and 
monthly financial tasks.  

• Finance staff completed the following grant related reports:  
o Assisted with the final reporting in relation to the Election 

Commitments 2024 Carlton Beach and Park Beach viewing 
platforms to the State Government Department of State Growth. 

o Assisted with the final reporting in relation to the Resilience and 
Recovery Grant Madison Lyden Park rainwater harvesting and 
resilient landscape upgrade to the State Government 
Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

o Assisted with the final reporting in relation to the Southern 
Beaches Coastal Estuarine Risk Mitigation Program to the State 
Government Department of Police, Fire and Emergency 
Management 

AUDIT 

• Audit Tasmania (AT) were on site the week starting Monday 14 
September 2026 completing the 2025/2026 end of financial year 
audit. Finance staff worked with AT to finalise the audit during the full 
week.  

• AT issued the Report to Those Charged with Governance – Year Ended 
30 June 2026, on 25 September 2026. The report noted that the audit 
did not identify any uncorrected misstatements that, in AT’s 
judgement, either individually or in aggregate, could have a material 
effect on the financial report. The report noted no corrected 
misstatements. 

• The Acting Manager Finance and the CEO signed the audit 
Management Representation Letter and provided certification of the 
Annual Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2026, on 29 
September 2026.  

• AT issued the unqualified Independent Auditor’s Report of the Annual 
Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2026, on 29 September 
2026.  

• AT will issue a final Financial Audit Outcomes Report in October 2026 
per the Audit Strategy.  

 

  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

26 

GRANTS & FUNDING 

During the month of September, the following grants were received:  
 
• The third instalment of Sorell Smart Solar Upgrade: Powering 

Community with Clean Energy of $58k was received from the Federal 
Government Department of Industry. 

 
During the month of September, the following grants were invoiced: 

• First instalment for the Carlton Beach Road and Provence Drive 
Vulnerable Road User Program an amount of $144k was invoiced to 
the State Government Department of Building Tasmania. 

• Final instalment for the Southern Beaches Coastal Estuarine Risk 
Mitigation Program an amount of $156k was invoiced to the State 
Government Department of Police, Fire and Emergency 
Management. 

 
INSURANCE 

• NIL 
 
FLEET MANAGEMENT 

• A capital budget allocation was made for fleet replacements during 
the 2025/2026 financial year. We have two remaining disposals from the 
2025/2026 financial year being two utes - one will be sold in October. 

• A capital budget allocation was made for fleet replacements during 
the 2026/2027 financial year.  The proposal document has now been 
completed for sign off by the CEO. 
 

MEETINGS 

• CFO Magazine – Breach, Decide, Recover – 2 September  
• Weel – Finance Leadership in the Age of AI – 10 September 
• Weel – The AI Finance Masterclass: Claude, Fraud & Control – 17 

September 
• Floqast – You’re going to Build Agents. The Question is Where and How 

– 24 September 
• CouncilFirst software presentation – 24 September 
• Floqast – Real Talk: How Accounting Leaders are Rewriting the Rules – 

30 September 
• MS Hour software solution - Various 

ATTACHMENTS 
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MONTHLY DASHBOARD REPORT (Pages 7) 
a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 

30 September 2026 (Pages 1) 
b) Statement of Financial Position as at 30 September 2026 (Pages 1) 
c) Statement of Cash Position as at 30 September 2026 (Pages 1) 
d) Investments and Borrowings as at 30 September 2026 (Pages 4) 
e) Rates Outstanding as at 30 September 2026 (Pages 2) 
f) Grants Operating and Capital Variance Analysis as at 30 September 

2026 (Pages 1) 
g) ADDITIONAL READING Detailed Statement of Income and Expenditure 

for the period ending 30 September 2026 (Pages 5) 
 

 
SCOTT NICOL    SALLY FANG   BILL BLAKE 
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE ACCOUNTANT  ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 13 October 2026 
Attachments (17 pages)  
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18.2 2026-2027 CAPITAL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 
1993 to accept and adopt the below adjustments to the 2026/2027 Capital 
Budget estimates.” 
 
 
Capital expenditure to the end of September 2026 is $1,841,111 (as per 
Capital Works Budget run on 6 October 2026). 
 
The following Capital Budget adjustments have been requested in October 
2026.  
 
Below is a summary of the requested adjustments.  
Original Budget approved in June 2026 
Council meeting $15,024,286 

Budget approved in September 2026 
Council meeting $16,820,399 

Budget adjustments requested for approval in October 2026 Council meeting:  
Total adjustments on capital jobs with 
variances of over 10% $13,328 

Total adjustments on completed capital 
jobs with variances of over 10% -$178,273 

Total adjustments on new capital jobs $57,577 
Budget requested for approval in 
October 2026 Council meeting $16,713,031 

 
Below is a detailed explanation of the requested adjustments.  
 
The following capital job adjustment has been requested because the job 
has variance of over 10%, or is expected to have variance of over 10% in 
the 2026/2027 financial year: 
 

Job Name and No.  Approved 
Budget 

Adjusted 
Budget Adjustment 

C-26-PRELIM-002 Sorell Pawleena 
Road Design   $13,328 

Total Adjustments $20,000 $33,328 $13,328 
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• C-26-PRELIM-002 Sorell Pawleena Road Design – Additional design 
work is required to reach an appropriate drawing standard (issued for 
construction stage) to ensure the project is shovel ready for 
construction. 

 
The following capital job adjustments have been requested because the 
jobs are completed and have variances of 10% or greater in the 2026/2027 
financial year: 
 

Job Name and No.  Approved 
Budget 

Adjusted 
Budget Adjustment 

C-27-P-012 Depot TerraTrips   -$2,000 
C-26-T-003 Penna Shark Point Road 
Reconstruction   -$176,273 

Total Adjustments $227,148 $48,875 -$178,273 
 
• C-27-P-012 Depot TerraTrips – Items have been expensed to operating 

costs and do not require capital funding. 
• C-26-T-003 Penna Shark Point Road Reconstruction – The original 

design included substantial fill and sub-grade improvement works. 
Following excavation and additional proof rolling, the required 
treatment areas and quantities were significantly reduced. This 
resulted in a cost saving. 

 
The following capital job adjustments have been requested because the 
jobs do not have approved budget but have expected expenditure in the 
2026/2027 financial year: 
 

Job Name and No.  Approved 
Budget 

Adjusted 
Budget Adjustment 

C-27-B-006 Midway Point Lady 
Gowrie Deck Treatment and Roof    

C-27-S-003 South East Sports 
Complex Junior Oval Drainage    

Total Adjustments $0 $57,577 $57,577 
 
• C-27-B -006 Midway Point Lady Gowrie Deck Treatment and Roof – 

Deck treatment and roof replacement works are required at the 
childcare centre. 

• C-27-S-003 South East Sports Complex Junior Oval Drainage – 
Drainage works at South East Sports Complex Junior Oval were 
completed under a work order. The expenditure exceeds the 
applicable capitalisation threshold with identifiable assets available 
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for cost attribution. Additional works are required and will be a FY27/28 
candidate due to cost and timing of installation during the 2027 spring 
renovations. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

a) Capital Works Budget for the period ending 30 September 2026 
(Pages 11) 

 
SCOTT NICOL       SALLY FANG   
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE     ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 12 October 2026 
Attachments (11 pages) 
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19.0 PLANNING 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

20.0 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
^ 
 

20.1 RECREATIONAL WATER QUALITY MONITORING REPORT 2025-26 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to receive the Recreational Water Quality Monitoring 
Report 2025–26, attached as Appendix 1, and agree to continue 
monitoring the eight existing sites, including the two at Primrose Beach.” 
 
Community Strategic Plan 
 
Consistent with Objective 2 – Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable 
Organisation and Objective 3 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive 
Community. 
 
Operational Plan 
 
Funding for additional water quality monitoring and a feasibility study on 
treating stormwater seepage is included in the 2026-27 budget. 
 
Policy 
 
• Public Health Act 1997 
• Tasmanian Recreational Water Quality Guidelines  
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
No asset management implications for FY26/27, however, if it is feasible to 
capture and treat seepage from the Carlton Bluff area that discharges onto 
the beach, a project plan will be prepared for Council consideration as 
part of the FY27/28 budget. 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
Recreational water quality monitoring classifies swimming beaches to 
determine if they are suitable for swimming or other recreational activities. 
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If water quality is not suitable for swimming warning signage is erected in 
accordance with the Tasmanian Recreational Water Quality Guidelines 
2007. 
 
Community Implications 
 
Appropriate signage at beaches potentially affected by poor water quality 
provides guidance for the community on minimising risk of exposure to 
pathogens of faecal origin. Symptoms include diarrhoea, skin rashes, ear 
pain, cough or congestion and eye pain. 
 
Water quality at the western end of Primrose Beach (based on the last 5-
years) has declined in the last two-years. However, the eastern (shop end) 
of the Primrose Beach has ‘good’ water quality and is suitable for swimming.  
 
If seepage water discharging onto the western end of Primrose Beach can 
be both captured and treated, it is likely that water quality will improve in 
coming years. However, other factors such as high rainfall can also impact 
on recreational water quality. 
 
Local property owners in the Carlton Bluff area with ‘older’ septic tank 
systems, particularly near the coastline will need to upgrade to ‘secondary 
treatment’ when these systems fail which will progressively improve water 
quality.  
 
TasWater has recently advised that they have no plans to establish a 
sewerage scheme in the Southern Beaches area. 
 
Report 
 
The Recreational Water Quality program runs from December to April each 
year. The program provides weekly water monitoring at Sorell’s recognised 
swimming beaches. Our beaches mostly returned a ‘good’ rating with two 
sites classed as moderate.   
 
The Tasmanian Recreational Water Quality Guidelines, made under the 
Public Health Act 1997, require Council to undertake weekly water quality 
sampling at recognised swimming beaches from December until the end 
of March. 
 
The Tasmanian Guidelines consider recreational water quality is ‘good’ if 
the 95th percentile enterococci per 100mls is <200, 201-500 is ‘moderate’ 
and >500 is ‘poor’. If the water quality is ‘poor’ Council must advise the 
community that the water is a threat to public health and is not suitable for 
swimming. 
 
The classification of water quality is based on a 5-yearly rolling data set. 
Even though the water quality at Primrose Beach (boat ramp) was better in 
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2025/26 than the previous year (24/25) the higher results from the previous 
year combined with several elevated results from this season have resulted 
in the 95th percentile enterococci increasing to 430, which is just under the 
500 level for ‘poor’ water quality. A ‘standardised’ 95th percentile 
calculation (Enterotester) was used for Primrose Beach this year because it 
is more reliable than the Hazen method for smaller data sets, particularly 
when an occasional extremely high result occurs.  
 
Concerns regarding water quality impacts from on-site wastewater 
management systems in the Carlton Bluff area identified last year in the 
Primrose Beach water quality investigation. Details of the investigation were 
included in my report presented to the June 2026 Council meeting.  Further 
water quality monitoring and investigations are continuing. 
  
A feasibility study has commenced to assess capturing seepage 
discharged onto the beach and directing it to a land-based treatment 
system. A land survey and geotechnical investigation are underway. The 
next stage is an engineering assessment of the drainage and treatment 
system. The final feasibility report is expected to be received in March 2027. 
 
 
 
Greg Robertson 
MANAGER HEALTH & COMPLIANCE 
 
Date: 5th October 2026 
Attachments (1-Recreational Water Quality Monitoring Report 2025-26) 
 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

61 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

62 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

63 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

64 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

65 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

66 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

67 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

68 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

69 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

70 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

71 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

72 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

73 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

74 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

75 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

76 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

77 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

78 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

79 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

80 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

81 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

82 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

83 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

84 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

85 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

86 

 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
20 OCTOBER 2026 

 

87 

21.0 MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

22.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
^ 
 
In accordance with Regulation 36 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present 
to ask questions.  When requested please: 
• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 
 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept 
brief and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to 
such questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days 
before an ordinary Council meeting. 
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23.0 CLOSED MEETING 
^ 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda 
item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
23.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the 

Council Meeting of 15 September 2026 and Special 
Council Meeting of 6 October 2026- Regulation 40(3) 

23.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 17(7) 
 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 17 and 40 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, and therefore Council 
may by absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general 
public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider 
agenda items 23.1 - 23.2 which are confidential matters as prescribed in 
Regulations 40 and 17 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2025.  
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CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION 
AGENDA are classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 
with any person (except another elected member, the General Manager 
or the author of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council 
Committee) without a specific resolution of the Council or a Council 
Committee that considered the report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor 
must not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a 
council or council committee that is closed to the public that is not 
authorised by the council or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a 
meeting of the council or council committee or the general manager on 
the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information 
acquired as such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any 

information acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly 
or indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's 
family or a close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling 
authority, single authority, joint authority or person. 
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23 ACRONYMNS 
^ 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DECYP Department for Education, Children and Young People 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SES State Emergency Service 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
STRLUS Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
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