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Notice is hereby given that a special meeting of the Sorell Council will be 
held at the Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell 
on Tuesday, 23 June 2026 commencing at 5:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, Chief Executive Officer of the Sorell Council, hereby certify 
that in accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
reports in this Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the 
qualifications and experience necessary to give such information, 
recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which 
requires the advice of a qualified person without considering such advice 
unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account 
in providing general advice to the Council or Council 
Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or 
Council Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are 
exempted from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
19 JUNE 2026 

  

NOTICE OF MEETING 



 

AGENDA 
FOR THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD AT THE 
COMMUNITY ADMINISTRATION CENTRE (CAC), 47 COLE STREET, 
SORELL ON 23 JUNE 2026 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY – MAYOR GATEHOUSE 1 

2.0 ATTENDANCE 1 

3.0 APOLOGIES 1 

4.0 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 1 

5.0 GOVERNANCE 2 
5.1 ADOPTION OF ANNUAL PLAN 2026-2027 2 
5.2 MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 14 

6.0 FINANCE 17 
6.1 2026-2027 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY, OPERATING AND CAPITAL 

BUDGETS 17 
6.2 2026-2027 RATES AND CHARGES RESOLUTION 67 
6.3 2026-2027 RATES AND CHARGES POLICY 73 

7.0 ACRONYMNS 83 
 

 
 



  

  
AGENDA 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
23 JUNE 2026 

 

1 

AUDIO-VISUAL RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
I would like to advise that an audio-visual recording is being made of this 
meeting. I also remind everyone present to be respectful and considerate 
towards others attending the meeting. Language or behaviour that could 
be perceived as offensive, defamatory, or threatening to any person 
attending the meeting, or to those listening to the recording, will not be 
tolerated. 
 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY – MAYOR GATEHOUSE 
^ 
I would like to begin by paying respect to the traditional and original owners 
of this land the Mumirimina people, to pay respect to those that have 
passed before us and to acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community who are custodians of this land. 
 

2.0 ATTENDANCE 
^ 
 
Mayor J Gatehouse 
Deputy Mayor M Larkins 
Councillor S Campbell 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor B Nichols 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor B Shaw 
Councillor C Torenius 
Chief Executive Officer R Higgins 
General Manager Operations J Hinchen 
 

3.0 APOLOGIES 
^ 
 
 

4.0 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
^ 
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5.0 GOVERNANCE 
^ 
 

5.1 ADOPTION OF ANNUAL PLAN 2026-2027  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That in accordance with Section 71 of the Local Government Act 1993, 
Council resolves to adopt the Annual Plan for the 2026-2027 Financial 
year.”  
 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Attachments: (11) 
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5.2 MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to endorse the nomination of the following positions 
for appointment by the Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency 
Management to the roles of: 
 
• Municipal Coordinator – Oliver Strickland, Development Officer Risk 

and Strategy 
• Deputy Municipal Coordinator – Shane Wells, Manager Planning 
 
Introduction 
 
In accordance with the Sorell Council Emergency Management Plan, 
Council have a central role in coordinating and facilitating a range of 
Emergency Management activities, as well as resourcing specific council 
responsibilities for emergency management. The Sorell Municipal 
Emergency Management Committee (MEMC) plays a pivotal role in 
meeting these requirements. 
 
Background 
 
The strategic objectives of the MEMC are to:  
• Maintain a Municipal Emergency Management Plan (MEMP), to 

guide the management of risks to the community arising from 
emergencies, through considering all elements of prevention and 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery (PPRR);  

• Recognise the value of relationships and partnerships for emergency 
management, in particular the importance of:  
o Community contributions in emergency management and 

promoting community engagement as required;  
o Maintaining linkages with related bodies including the Southern 

Region Emergency Management Committee (SREMC); and  
o Identifying roles and responsibilities and integration processes 

between emergency management and Council management 
structures.  

• Develop a progressive review system that is implemented for all 
emergency management elements and is based on continuous 
improvement principles; and  

• Maintain an active and relevant municipal committee. 
 
The MEMC is not expected to provide operational involvement in an 
emergency response, rather it has an important role in providing effective 
leadership and communications during and after an emergency. 
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Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 2.9 – Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation – 
Maintain a skilled workforce through training and development 
opportunities. 
 
Objective 2.10 – Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation – 
Maintain effective partnerships with government, industry and community 
organisations. 
 
Annual Plan 
 
N/A 
 
Policy 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental implications 
 
Nil 
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
Nil 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
It is a risk to Council and our community not to have a current Sorell MEMC 
and be adequately prepared in the event of an emergency.  
 
Community implications 
 
Ensuring we have a current MEMC is in the best interest of the community 
and ensures we are ready to respond in the event of an emergency. 
 
Statutory implications 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 provides for Councils to be responsible for 
(amongst other things): public health; safety; community wellbeing; 
sanitation; cleansing; and some water supply matters. These requirements 
support the partnership between state and local governments to reduce 
risks to communities through prevention and mitigation activities. 
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Report 
 
A change in personnel at Council has resulted in the need to review the 
nominated employees on the Sorell Municipal Emergency Management 
Committee (MEMC) to ensure we are fulfilling our statutory obligations. 
 
The following employee positions are nominated for appointment by the 
Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management to the roles of: 
 
• Municipal Coordinator – Development Officer Risk & Strategy  
• Deputy Municipal Coordinator – Manager Planning; 
 
The Sorell Municipal Emergency Management Plan will also be updated to 
reflect these appointments.  
 
 
JESS HINCHEN  
GENERAL MANGER OPERATIONS 
18 JUNE 2026 
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6.0 FINANCE 
^ 
 

6.1 2026-2027 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY, OPERATING AND 
CAPITAL BUDGETS  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 70 and Section 82 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 to accept and adopt the 2026-2027 Financial 
Management Strategy, Operating and Capital budget estimates.” 
 
 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL 
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE  
Date: 18 June 2026 
Attachments (49 pages) 

- Operating Budget 
- Capital Budget 
- Financial Management Strategy 
- Financial Management Strategy Addendum 
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6.2 2026-2027 RATES AND CHARGES RESOLUTION 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
and the Fire Services Act 1979, Council adopt the following 2026-2027 Rates 
and Charges Resolution for rateable land within the Council’s municipal 
area for the period 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027.”  
 
 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL  
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE  
Date: 18 June 2026  
Attachments (5) 
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6.3 2026-2027 RATES AND CHARGES POLICY 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That Council resolve in accordance with Section 86B of the Local 
Government Act 1993 to adopt the amended Rates and Charges Policy”  
 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL  
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE  
Date: 18 June 2026  
Attachments (9) 
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7.0 ACRONYMNS 
^ 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DECYP Department for Education, Children and Young People 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SES State Emergency Service 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
STRLUS Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
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